NOTES
Bathurst in London. Bathurst could not afford to keep him, so
Johnson agreed to take him into service,
4. Johnson remained fond of Elizabeth Carter, a gifted poet and
prose writer, for the rest of his life. He did not usually much care
for the company of women whose cleverness was all they had to
recommend them. *A man is generally better pleased,' he thought,
Vhen he has a good dinner on his table than when his wife talks
Greek.' But Elizabeth Carter, an attractive girl, 'could make a pud-
ding as well as translate Epictetus, and work a handkerchief as well
as compose a poem.'
5.  Catharine Macaulay, a tall young blue-stocking, the wife of
a Scottish physician, was not so much to Johnson's taste as Eliza-
beth Carter. Her republican sympathies were too pronounced and
her manner too argumentative.
6.  Like Anna Williams (as well as Topham Beauclerk and Ben-
net Langton) Levett earned a place in the Dictionary of National
Biography purely on the strength of his friendship with Johnson.
According to an obituarist in the Gentleman's Magazine, 'his per-
son was middle-sized and thin; his visage swarthy, adult and cor-
rugated. His conversation, except on professional subjects, barren.
When in deshabille, he might have been taken for an alchemist,
whose complexion had been hurt by the fumes of the crucible, and
whose clothes had suffered from the sparks of the furnace.* Sir
John Hawkins described him as 'one of the lowest practitioners in
the art of healing that ever sought a livelihood by it*
7.  Thomas Warton was Langton's tutor at Trinity College.
8.  Net is defined in the Dictionary as 'anything reticulated or
decussated at equal distances, with interstices between the inter-
sections'.
9. The definitions are Whig: The name of a faction5. Pension:
*An allowance made to anyone without an equivalent. In England
it is generally understood to mean pay given to a state hireling
for treason to his country.1 Oats: *A -grain, which in England is
generally given to horses, but in Scotland supports the people.'
Excise: *A hateful tax levied upon commodities.'
10. Robert Vansittart, then thirty-one years old and a Fellow of
All Souls, was to become Regius Professor of Civil Law. He was a
man of most debauched habits and a member of the Hell-Fire
Club. It was he who presented to the Club the baboon to which Sir
Francis Dashwood used to administer the Eucharist.
11. Johnson's enthusiastic reception of King's speech was due to
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